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Storms caused the most economic 
damage - this was also the year of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Earthquakes caused the most economic 
damage - this was also the year of the 
Sichuan earthquake in China.

Earthquakes caused the most 
economic damage - this was 
also the year of the Great East 
Japan Earthquake.

Drought a�ected most people  - 
this was also the year of major 
drought in India and China

Floods a�ected most people  - this 
was also the year of major �ooding 
in south and central parts of China

Earthquakes killed the most people  
- this was also the year of Indian 
Ocean earthquake and tsunami 

Storms killed the most people  - 
this was also the year of Cyclone 
NARGIS 

Earthquakes killed 
the most people - this 
was also the year of 
the Haiti earthquake.
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*Disasters refers to drought, earthquake (seismic activity), epidemic, extreme temperature, �ood, insect infestation, mass movement (dry & wet), storm, volcano, and wild�re  / Data source: EM-DAT: The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database / Data version:  12 March 2013 - v12.07 
OCHA Humanitarian Symbol (2012): http://reliefweb.int/map/world/world-humanitarian-and-country-icons-2012 / Find out more about UNISDR: http://www.unisdr.org

What was the challenge?
As the impact of disasters and natural 
catastrophes keep making the headline 
news, it’s important that the information is 
put into context. One of the most reliable 
sources of information on disasters is 
the International Disaster Database 
(EM-DAT) from the Centre for Research 
on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED). 
Yet the amount of information isn’t easily 
accessible for the media and public. 

What was the solution?
While the EM-DAT data is publicly 
available, making the information engaging 
and easy-to-understand required analyzing 
and categorizing it into themes. As the 
primary information for readers, key 
numbers are highlighted using iconography. 
Secondary data is shown  a simple line-
graph showing trends over time.  Tertiary 
information is then added to the line-
graphs for context and detail.

What was the effect? 
The UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR) released these graphics to 
coincide with its yearly press conference 
on disaster impacts and the UN Conference 
on Sustainable Development (Rio+20). 
In addition to having a more engaged 
audience by sharing these designs on social 
media, various media and governments 
used the graphics in their publications 
to illustrate the impact of disasters and 
climate change on society. 
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Number of Climate-related Disasters Around the World (1980-2011)
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Version: 13 June 2012

DATA SOURCES

EM-DAT - http://www.emdat.be/ - The OFDA/CRED International 
Disaster Database; Data version: 13 June 2012 - v12.07

Humanitarian Symbol Set (2008): 
http://www.ungiwg.org/map/guideline.php
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Japan 402 billion
China P Rep 331 billion
Thailand 45 billion
India 43 billion
Italy 36 billion
Germany 31 billion
France 31 billion
Chile 31 billion
Australia 28 billion

Indonesia 185152
Myanmar 139351
China P Rep 128298
India 103182
Pakistan 85332
Russia 61152
Sri Lanka 36000
Iran Islam Rep 32680
Venezuela 30463

Equal to 64% of the 
world’s population1.

Similar to 25 years of total 
Overseas Development Aid2.

Comparable to 
3125 jumbo jets3.
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Impact by disasters

Impact by top 10 countries
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In 1992, the United Nations organized a 
conference on environment and 
development in Rio de Janeiro, called the 
Earth Summit. The purpose of the 
conference was to rethink economic 
growth, advance social equity and 
ensure environmental protection.

Twenty years later, the UN is organizing 
Rio+20, a chance to move away from 
business-as-usual and to end poverty, 
address environmental destruction and 
build a bridge to the future. Disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) plays an important part 
in this future of sustainable 
development. 

Here’s a look at the impact of disasters 
since the Earth Summit (1992-2012).

Impacts of Disasters 
since the 1992 Rio de 
Janeiro Earth Summit

http://www.unisdr.org

Version: 14 December 2012

DATA SOURCES

EM-DAT: - http://www.emdat.be/:  The OFDA/CRED International Disaster Database;  Data version: 
11 June 2012 - v12.07; Disasters:  Natural Disasters as categorized in EM-DAT; A�ected: The sum of 
injured, homeless, and people requiring immediate assistance during a period of emergency - it 
can also include displaced or evacuated people.from disasters; Damage: Estimated �gures; Killed: 
Persons con�rmed as dead and persons missing and presumed dead.

1 UN Stats - http://unstats.un.org: Estimated mid-year world population for 2010 is 6.9 billion.

2 OECD - http://stats.oecd.org: ODA from 1986-2010 totals approximately USD1.7 trillion.

3 Boeing 747 - http://goo.gl/s5ea2: Typical 3-class passenger capacity is 416. 

India 928  million 
Bangladesh 136 million
Philippines 92 million
Thailand 72 million
Pakistan 64 million
Ethiopia 46 million
Kenya 44 million
Iran Islam Rep 40 million
Viet Nam 39 million


