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What was the challenge?
Develop a visual language to communicate
the aims and progress of the Indigenousled Firesticks network for communities,
partners and stakeholders including
government funding agencies, land
management organisations such as
National Parks and Wildlife Service, NSW
Rural Fire Service, educational institutions
and the wider public.
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WEBSITE

CONFERENCE BANNER

Healthy communities, healthy landscapes
firesticks.org.au

PROJECT SITE OVERVIEW MAP
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CAPE YORK PENINSULA Open box woodland, tussock grass understorey Laura lowlands

NSW

GUGIN GUDDUBA
LANDS
NGULINGAH LANDS

Byron Bay

What was the solution?
Committed to principles of respect,
recognition and responsibility as organizing
principles the Indigenous–led participatory
process provide the architecture and the
information for the website. The results
of the consultative process are reflected
in the visual language of the brandmark,
the location of partner sites for the current
grant; the process and values diagrams and
the charcoal illustrations for use in website
banners and content, videos, print and
conference materials.
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"Cultural burning is a tool for
communities to look after country”
The Firesticks Project: Applying contemporary and Aboriginal fire practices to enhance
biodiversity, connectivity and landscape resilience is supported through funding from
the Australian Government and is being implemented through a partnership with Nature
Conservation Council of NSW.
nature.org.au

Glenn Innes

SHANE IVEY, NGULINGAH RANGERS,
REGIONAL WORKING GROUP BOORABEE WILLOWS IPA. JAN 2014.

TARRIWA – KURRUKUN IPA
WATTLERIDGE IPA

Coffs Harbour

WATTLERIDGE Forest Ribbon Gum-New England Blackbutt-Messmate-Peppermint shrubby forest on granite at 1250m asl
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BEING ON COUNTRY,
LEARNING BY OBSERVATION
AND SHARING.
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What was the effect?
A flexible visual language to communicate
the aims and progress of the Firesticks
project to a wide audience including the
scientific and natural resource management
community. The visual elements can
be deconstructed and reused in various
applications creating a sustainable
platform for ongoing use across various
media according to the needs of the
partners and the project.

RECOGNITION

RESPECT

FUEL
“ It is important to look
closely, to read the
country, so that you
can burn properly.”

ONLINE RESOURCES

TRAVIS PATTERSON, BANBAI NATION.
FIRESTICKS CULTURAL WORKSHOP 2013

Supporting cultural and contemporary burning practices
for healthy communities and healthy landscapes
firesticks.org.au

What is cultural burning?

firesticks.org.au

What is cultural burning?
JULY 2014

THE IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING YOUNG PEOPLE AND PASSING DOWN KNOWLEDGE

“Having kids together is very important. The way to do it is to have a talking circle
and for them to spend time on country”
VERONICA WILLIAMS, FORMER JALI LALC CEO. FIRESTICKS REGIONAL
“Having kids together is
WORKING GROUP BALLINA 2013
very important. The way
to do it is to have a talking
“The key is to share information. To see the different plants that come up differently
circle and for them to
in other places. Everyone’s fire is different and it’s important to share those stories”
spend time on country”

“Country is the place we
call home; we are the
custodians for our future.
Country is a part of us, as
we are a part of country”

VERONICA WILLIAMS,
FORMER JALI LALC CEO.
FIRESTICKS REGIONAL
WORKING GROUP
BALLINA 2013

OLIVER COSTELLO,
FIRESTICKS COORDINATOR

WILLOWS BOORABEE

IAN ROSS, SENIOR RANGER MINYUMAI IPA. FIRESTICKS REGIONAL
WORKING GROUP BALLINA 2013.

“Developing this practice further will require assessments, putting in more burns,
building community confidence in the practice and getting involved with schools
and education”
VICTOR STEFFENSEN, TRADTIONAL KNOWLEDGE REVIVAL PATHWAY.
WALGETT FIRE FORUM. AUGUST 2013.

“My hopes for the future are keeping the bush alive, and for the younger generation
so they get to know these plants and animals, that live out in the bush… its very very
respectful knowledge”

“Everyday you go there
the bush is teaching you
something new".

DANIEL, MINYUMAI IPA RANGER. FIRESTICKS COASTAL CULTURAL
VALUES WORKSHOP, AUGUST 2013.

“We want to use fire as
a management tool, as
holistic management”
TANYA PATTERSON
BANBAI, WATTLE RIDGE IPA.
FIRESTICKS TABLELANDS
CULTURAL VALUES
WORKSHOP NOV 2013.

Contact:
Jacqueline Gothe
University of Technology Sydney Australia
Jacqueline.Gothe@uts.edu.au
dab.uts.edu.au
firesticks.org.au

Fire is known by many terms and in many languages. The Firesticks Project uses the
term cultural burning to describe burning practices used by Aboriginal people to
enhance the health of land and its people. Cultural burning means different things
to different people. It could include burning (or preventing burning) for the health of
particular species such as native grasses, emu, black grevillea, potoroo, bushfoods,
threatened species, or biodiversity in general. It may involve patch burning to create
different fire intervals across the country or it could be used for fuel and hazard
reduction. It may be used to increase access and amenity for people or as a part of
culture heritage management. It is ceremony to welcome people to country or it
could also be as simple as a campfire around which people gather to share, learn,
and celebrate. However across different communities and lands the following are
key considerations:

The Firesticks Project: Applying contemporary and Aboriginal fire practices to enhance biodiversity connectivity and landscape
resilience is supported through funding from the Australian Government’s Clean Energy Future Biodiversity Fund.

MARCUS FERGUSON,
NGUNYA JARGOON IPA
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NGUNYA JARGOON Scribbly Gum Eucalyptus signata bark patterns

What is cultural burning?
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DESIGN TEAM Jacqueline Gothe / Lyndal Harris / Mitra Gusheh / Clément Girault NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF NSW TEAM Oliver Costello / Waminda Parker / Richie Brittingham /
Sian Hromek / David Milledge ABORIGINAL LANDS Ngulingah, Ngunyah-Jargoon, Minyumai, Casino-Boolangle, Gugin Gudduba, Tarriwa-Kurrukun, Wattleridge, Willows Boorabee
MENTORS Tommy George Kuku Thaypan, Victor Steffensen Mulong, Peta Standley Kuku Thaypan Fire Management Research Project and Cape York NRM.

