
What was the challenge?
Although there is sufficient wealth in Aus-
tria, poverty remains widespread. Accord-
ing to the poverty report (Statistics Austria, 
EU-SILC 2018), 1,512,000 people or 17.5% 
of the population in Austria were at risk of 
poverty or exclusion in 2018. The task was 
to design a major exhibition on this subject 
and to raise awareness of the problem.

What was the solution?
During I was working on the topic and  
reading some reports about it, I deliber-
ated which statement my exhibition should 
convey at all. What does poverty and 
wealth mean to me? Is there a sign or even 
a symbol that describes this problem? The 
triangle! This became the basic concept 
element of this exhibition. The triangle with 
a few rich people at the top and a lot of 
poor people on the ground. Those poor who 
struggle to survive look up to the rich, the 
rich look down.

What was the effect? 
I expanded the idea of triangles in the 
exhibition. From the exhibition cubes, the 
light, the graphics of the guidance system, 
the typography to the floor plan (it is not 
directly perceived by the visitors, but may 
be subconsciously due to the narrowing 
and expansion of the wall structures). 
The entire project contains the exhibition 
design including the selection of exhibits 
and texts, a design for logo, poster and 
merchandising products as well as the 
implementation of the print product. 
Perhaps one day it would be possible that 
the triangle will turn upside down!
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”The world‘s most primitive people 

have few possessions, but they are 

not poor. Poverty is not a certain small 

amount of goods, nor is it just a rela-

tion between means and ends; above 

all it is a relation between people. 

Poverty is a social status. As such it is 

the invention of civilization.”

Marshall Sahlins, Stone Age Economics


