
What was the challenge?
In view of the fact that, by 2050, 70% 
of the world’s population will live 
in cities, the subject of “sustainable 
urban design” is an important issue 
for UNESCO’s Cities of Design.

For some years now, we at the
Institute of Design and Commu-
nication of the FH JOANNEUM—
University of Applied Sciences, in Graz
have increasingly shifted our content-
related orientation towards an
understanding of Design as a means 
to improve, repair and save the world.

The goal was to find international 
experts, who are willing to share their 
up-to-date research results on social 
and urban design. The articles should 
be meant for the readers as inspira-
tion and for imitation. 

Furthermore, to find as sustainable 
solutions as possible for the book 
production itself. 
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What was the solution?
A book with international examples 
to show the potential of new designs.
7 current research contributions on 
socio design and urban planning
describe and location-independent 
city projects that are recommended 
for stimulation and imitation. 

Taking into account that urban design 
can make a significant contribution 
to positive changes in environmental 
and social matters, the book presents 
seven inspirational examples for 
copying; included are analyses and 
measures for the cities of Detroit, 
Graz, Istanbul, Mexico City, and 
Puebla, as well as non-location
bound projects.

The authors investigate the efficiency 
of certificates, climate installations for 
urban spaces, and new ecological,
architectural, and sociological con-
cepts for mega-cities. A reader for 
stakeholders at the interface of social 
and urban design.

The book is produced in the only Aus-
trian cradle to cradle certified printing 
house. This means that the books 
are free from harmful substances in 
paper, color and glue.

What was the effect? 
Inspired readers all around the world 
and invitations for book presenta-
tions. One of the next events will be 
the book presentation at the Detroit 
Month of Design in September 2020. 

In addition, we are very happy that 
we could extend and strengthen our 
network of international designers 
who believe in the power of sustain-
able design. 

“Design for sustainability is no
longer a future prospect; it is
already under way in thousands
of projects around the world.
These transformative actions
are changing design itself.”

(Thackara, John 2013 “Foreword”, in: 
Walker, Stuart / Giard, Jacques (ed.), 
The Handbook of Design for
Sustainability. London, New Delhi, 
New York, Sidney: Bloomsbury)
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